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Abstract

This research examines the concept of time in Islamic thought through
a doctrinal study that bridges the dimensions of finitude and eternity.
It defines time as a created entity inherent to the realm of temporal
occurrences (Huduth), yet distinct from the Essence of Allah—
Exalted is He—who is transcendent above time and change. The study
highlights the positions of theologians (Mutakallimun) regarding the
reality of time and its relationship to Divine Pre-eternity (Qidam)
versus cosmic temporality, while clarifying the distinction between
worldly and otherworldly time in terms of perception and extension.
Furthermore, the research discusses the implications of Sharia texts in
establishing the annihilation (Fana) of creatures and the eternity
(Khulud) of the Hereafter, addressing theological complexities related
to sempiternity and subsistence. It concludes that time is a framework
for the manifestation of Divine Acts in the created world, rather than
an attribute inherent in the Divine Essence, thereby reinforcing the
fundamental principle of doctrinal transcendence (Tanzih) in Islam.
Keywords: (Time, Annihilation/Fana, Eternity/Khulud, Islamic
Thought).
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