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Abstract

The history of Arabic grammatical writing constitutes the cumulative
outcome of linguistic thought across its successive periods. It stands as a
reflective mirror of linguistic practice, not only in grammar proper, but also
across the broader language sciences, including Qur’anic exegesis,

jurisprudence, and the principles of Islamic legal theory.

This study is grounded in a methodological problematic concerning early
grammatical works, which represent the culmination of linguistic thought in
authorship more generally. It seeks to determine whether their
compositional methodology was arbitrary or systematically pre—conceived.
This inquiry encompasses issues such as the structuring of the work, the
organization and classification of its scientific material, and the influence of
earlier grammarians on later ones, all examined in light of modern
linguistic scholarship. The corpus under investigation comprises al-Kitab

by Sibawayh (d. 180 AH), al-Mugtadab by al-Mubarrad (d. 285 AH), and
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al-Ustl by Ibn al-Sarraj (d. 316 AH). Each of these works represents a

distinct historical phase, characterized by its own specific features.

The academic significance of these works resides in their consolidation
of linguistic knowledge across multiple levels, their systematic treatment of
grammatical domains, and their effective deployment of terminology to
structure and convey interrelated linguistic concepts, particularly within the

field of Arabic grammar.
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