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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the role of digital influencers in political marketing and to examine their impact
on shaping the mental image of political leaders within the Iraqi digital environment. The study was motivated
by the growing expansion of influencers in political communication, alongside the limited academic attention

given to their actual influence on public attitudes and political perceptions.
The study adopted the descriptive-analytical method and employed a field survey using a questionnaire
distributed to a sample of 200 social media users in Iraq. The instrument included five main dimensions:

patterns of platform use, trust in influencers, political marketing strategies, image formation of political leaders,
and ethical/regulatory challenges.
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The findings revealed that digital influencers have become major actors in digital political communication, and
that credibility and trust are the key determinants of their persuasive power. The results also showed that
influencer-generated content plays a significant role in improving or weakening the public image of political
leaders depending on the nature of the messages delivered. Furthermore, the study identified ethical and legal
challenges related to transparency, misinformation, fake accounts, and the urgent need to regulate digital
political advertising.

The study recommended establishing legal frameworks for influencer political activity, enhancing media
literacy, and modernizing official political communication strategies to align with the contemporary digital
environment.

Keywords: Digital influencers, political marketing, mental image, political leaders, digital environment, Iraq.
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