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Parents’ Attitudes Towards Integrating Special Needs Children into
Regular Schools -A Field Study in Diwaniyah City
Dr. Hussam Abdul Hamza Laibi / Diwaniyah Directorate General of Education
hussam99new@gmail.com
Abstract: This study aims to highlight the most prominent attitudes of parents
towards integrating special needs children into regular schools, which vary
between rejection and acceptance of this process. Its main objectives are:

*To identify parents' attitudes towards integrating children with special needs
into regular schools.

*To identify the disabilities most accepted and most rejected by the sample
group regarding their integration into schools.
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*To identify the challenges families face when integrating children with
disabilities into public primary schools.

The most important findings of the study: More than half of the sample group
are from families with a child with a disability. The most suitable category of
individuals with disabilities for integration into regular schools is those with
physical disabilities, followed by those with autism spectrum disorder. The
majority of the sample group supports the inclusion of children with disabilities
In mainstream classrooms, driven by the family's desire for a suitable school
environment. The sample group believes that mainstream schools can meet the
needs of children with disabilities when an ideal environment is provided.
However, the sample group also expressed concern about the potential for
isolation and bullying in mainstream classrooms. Inclusive education enhances
a child's self-confidence. The most significant challenges facing families of
children with autism are social adjustment and psychological stress. Based on
these findings, the researcher offers several suggestions, including: increasing
attention to groups of children with disabilities who are more amenable to
inclusion; supporting mainstream schools that promote inclusion by creating an
environment conducive to integration, from curriculum modification and the
availability of specialized special education staff to improving financial
resources; addressing parents' fears of isolation and bullying in mainstream
classrooms through workshops and seminars; and strengthening the inclusion
process in mainstream schools to enhance the social skills of children with
disabilities. Helping families overcome the challenges they face when
integrating their children into mainstream schools.

Keywords: attitudes, educational inclusion, special education, mainstream
schools.
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