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Abstract []

The right to health is one of the fundamental human rights recognized by international human rights instruments
and affirmed by the Iraqi Constitution as a state obligation to ensure that all citizens enjoy the highest attainable
standard of health care and medical services. This research provides a comparative analytical study of the Iraqi
constitutional framework and international standards, particularly the 1966 International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, both of which
impose obligations on state parties. The study examines the content of the right to health as articulated in the
2005 TIraqi Constitution, especially the provisions requiring the state to provide social security and equitable
health care, while assessing the adequacy of these legislative texts in ensuring their practical implementation.
Furthermore, it discusses institutional and economic challenges hindering the realization of this right, including
weak health infrastructure, unequal distribution of services among provinces, and shortcomings in public health
policies regarding fairness and equality. The research aims to identify the points of convergence and divergence
between Iraqi legislation and international standards and proposes legal and policy recommendations to
strengthen the national framework for the right to health, ensuring justice and human dignity for every
citizen.Keywords: Right to health, Iraqi Constitution, Human rights, International standards, Health equity,
ICESCR.
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