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Musical Conducting from Gesture to Baton: A Historical Account
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Abstract:

Musical conducting gradually emerged as a distinctive practice alongside the development of orchestras, choral
ensembles, and other musical groups, as well as the evolution of musical notation and texture. This progression
rendered the presence of a conductor both an artistic and technical necessity, Consequently, conducting began
to take shape as a practice during the Baroque period, continued through the Classical era, and matured during
the Romantic period, serving as the intermediary between the musical score and performance, Over time, it
underwent numerous technical and functional transformations, evolving from a primarily rhythmic-organizing
role to one encompassing expression, interpretation, and artistic direction, The present study aims to trace the
development of musical conducting as a fundamental musical requirement from its inception to the most
prominent functional transformations, spanning from hand gestures within monasteries and churches to the
adoption of the baton, The research is structured into four chapters: the first chapter addresses the research
problem, its significance, and objectives, in addition to defining key terminology; the second chapter presents
the theoretical framework, subdivided to highlight the main historical transformations in musical conducting, the
third chapter outlines the research methodology and study population, and the fourth chapter provides the
conclusion, followed by a comprehensive bibliography.
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