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Abstract -

This research examines the role of criminal policy in

mitigating the phenomenon of moral decay in Iraq, an
issue that directly impacts societal stability and its value
system. The research seeks to understand the reasons
behind the spread of this phenomenon, analyze the legal
and political framework governing its response, and
ultimately propose practical solutions that can enhance

the effectiveness of criminal policy in this area. The

researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical approach,
drawing on legal sources, social studies, and official

reports to examine the manifestations and causes of

moral decay and assess the capacity of Iraqi criminal
policy to address this phenomenon. The research findings
indicate that moral decay in Iraq is linked to several
factors, including social factors such as weakened family
ties, the negative influence of media, and widespread

poverty; legal factors such as weak law enforcement and
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legislative loopholes; and complex political and security factors. The research also
reveals that Iraqi criminal policy possesses legal and procedural tools that can
contribute to mitigating moral decay, but it still faces challenges that necessitate
legislative development, strengthening the role of the judiciary and security agencies,
raising societal awareness, and focusing on the rehabilitation of offenders. The
research arrived at a set of recommendations aimed at enhancing the effectiveness of
criminal policy, most notably: updating laws related to ethical conduct, activating
coordination among relevant authorities, spreading ethical awareness among
different segments of society, and benefiting from successful international
experiences, with a focus on prevention and rehabilitation as two essential means of
addressing the phenomenon. The research concludes by emphasizing that confronting
moral decay cannot be achieved through legal efforts alone, but requires joint
cooperation between state institutions, society, and individuals in order to build a

stable society based on values and ethics.
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