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Educational Development of Kkindergarten Children
According to The Approach of Imam Ali (peace be upon
him)

Abstract

The early stages of childhood, especially the kindergarten years,
are considered the most crucial and dangerous in human
developmental stages. As it constructs the bases for the child of
the future. During this stage, the values and goals were
constituted, and even the preliminary seeds of positive attitudes
were formed.

Imam Ali’s (AS) approaches were imposing this importance as it
shows his clear and deep views on how to build a new
generation. Those views rely on combining the healthy humane
innateness with the ethical, social, and spiritual educational
principles. Imam Ali (AS) expresses in his letters and sermons
that the early stages of childhood demonstrate the future of a
person, as already shown in the Modern Education of today.

As in his will for his son ‘Imam Al-Hassan (AS)’, Imam Ali
(AS) said, “And the heart of the young is like the empty land,
whatever i1s thrown into it it accepts." (Nahjul Balagha, P. 31).
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This quote provides you with insights into what the minds of the
young children are like, like a white paper moldable to whatever
you implant into it from thoughts, values and what it takes to
provide a conscious education, deeply-founded with integrated
aspects and trends.

Educational development of a child, depending on Imam Ali’s
(AS) approach, is considered the base of a spiritual and faithful
education. He (AS) stresses the importance of implanting the
faith in Allah (God) and strengthening it within the hearts of
children from a young age, depending on their mind’s abilities.
He (AS) also said, “Revive your heart with admonition” (Nahjul
Balagha: Al-Hikma, P. 3).

Ethical education in Imam Ali’s (AS) approach is one of the
basic principles that he gave high importance to, for what it plays
in implanting the righteous ethics into the young child, such as
honesty, patience, trust, modesty and justice. As he (AS) said,
“Accustom yourself to patience in the face of adversity” (Nahjul
Balagha: Al-Hikma, P.257). Moreover, he urged the
development of the mind and thoughts, and encouraged asking
for knowledge and science for its grave importance in building
the child’s character and developing his abilities, to become a
good member of society.

Imam Ali (AS) pointed out that educating the young child isn’t
the responsibility of a family alone, but the whole society is
responsible for providing him with guidance and care. He (AS)
also calls for the unity of the roles of a family, school, and
society. From this point, it can be said that Imam Ali’s (AS)
approach is considered the original resource that can be the stem
in providing modern educational programs.
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