Journal of Al-Farabi for Humanitz Sciences Volume (9) Issue (4) ABril (2026)

My ISSN: 2957-3874 (Print) o, i) gl
& % Journal of Al-Farabi for Humanity Sciences (JFHS) s @ S
B https://iasj.rdd.edu.ig/journals/journal/view/95 - =

% 4
AEN &

S &
6, X
% Tournal of W

‘“,-tblill ol LR uai Z.gil-ﬁ?l ﬂm ‘“,-jbhll ddd  Academic Scientific Journals

S il i) Jas! § G2l ikl
I dadw eond

il g sbaudh 3. 4 . 1Y

G, sy, ST o, Apand! (gil| A4S, G pand! daalr 1

G, A , GhiSETI acad , Aand! (9] AlS, Sfutiy daaler2

""Manifestations of Existential Pessimism in the Works of Francis Bacon"
1Lujain Mohammed Jepur
2Asst. Prof. Dr Shaymaa Waheeb khudhaier.
1University of Basra, College of Fine Arts, Department of Fine Arts,
Drawing, Iraq|j
2University of Baghdad College of Fine Arts, Department of Fine Arts,

Drawing, Iraq.
am8277829@gmail.com , shaimaa.khodair@cofarts.uobaghdad.edu.iq.

Research Summary

This research explores the theme of “Manifestations of Existential Pessimism in the Works of Francis
Bacon”, focusing on his visual expression of psychological dystopia through selected paintings. The study
aims to reveal how body distortion, color, space, and isolation function as aesthetic and existential tools to
reflect the anxieties of the modern self. It builds on a philosophical—aesthetic framework derived from
existential thought, and applies the descriptive—analytical method to examine selected artworks. Chapter One
presents the general framework of the research, including the research problem, objectives, significance, scope,
and definitions of key terms such as "psychological dystopia" and "existential pessimism." Chapter Two
provides the theoretical framework in two sections: the first addresses the concept of dystopia from an
existential perspective, while the second analyzes Bacon’s visual language as a manifestation of internal
collapse and alienation. Chapter Three focuses on the visual analysis of three selected paintings by Francis
Bacon, applying indicators extracted from the theoretical framework to uncover their psychological and
symbolic content. Chapter Four presents the key findings and conclusions, most notably that Bacon’s works
reflect an internal dystopia rooted in existential crisis, where the human body becomes a visual metaphor for
fragmentation, fear, and the failure of modernity to restore meaning.
Keywords: Francis Bacon, Psychological Dystopia, Existential Pessimism,
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and Hudson, 1987.

2. Deleuze, Gilles. Francis Bacon: The Logic of Sensation. Translated by Daniel W. Smith, Continuum, 2003.
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