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Abstract:
Many Islamic and historical cities arise as a result of cultural,
geographical, or economic factors. However, most cities in the
Islamic world are closely linked to the religious factor, a cru-—
cial element known as «spatial sanctification.» The location of
a persoms burial or the event that occurred there becomes the
reason for the urban development around it and the emergence
of the city. The city of Najaf is a prominent example of this
phenomenon. The presence of the shrine of Imam Ali (peace
be upon him) is the primary reason for the city>s founding and
development throughout history. This site transformed from a
mere burial ground into a religious, social, and cultural center
due to the Imanws status, leading to continuous urban expan-—
sion. The shrine was the true seed or nucleus that The city of
Najaf originated from there.
Keywords: Religious significance, Najaf al-Ashraf .
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