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Abstract
The present study aims to investigate the nature and level of
Conduct Disorder among orphaned children. Conduct Disorder is
defined as a repetitive and persistent pattern of behavior in which the
basic rights of others or age—appropriate societal norms are violated.
The researchers consider this variable to be one of the critical issues
affecting various aspects of orphans’ lives, thus warranting thorough
scientific investigation and in—depth study. The research problem is
summarized in addressing the following question: Do orphaned children
exhibit conduct disorder? The study also aims to identify:
« The level of conduct disorder among orphaned children in Al-
Diwaniyah city.
» The significance of differences in conduct disorder according to gender
(male, female) and duration of institutional residence.
To achieve these objectives, the researchers adopted the descriptive
method as the most appropriate approach for the current study. A
stratified random sample consisting of (60) orphaned boys and girls
residing in residential care institutions in Al-Diwaniyah was selected.
The Conduct Disorder Scale, adopted for this study, was applied in its

final form comprising (15) items. After applying appropriate statistical
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procedures, the psychometric properties of the scale were established.
Construct validity was confirmed, including face validity. Reliability was
assessed using the test-retest method and Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient, yielding reliability coefficients of (0.79) and (0.82),
respectively.
The data collected from the research sample were analyzed using the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The results
indicated that orphaned children residing in institutional care exhibit
conduct disorder. Furthermore, no statistically significant differences
were found according to gender (male, female). In addition, a positive
correlation was identified between the duration of residence and the
increased levels of conduct disorder.
The study concluded with a set of recommendations and suggestions.
Keywords: Conduct Disorder, Orphans
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