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ECONOMIC INDICATIONS ON THE COSTS AND REVENUES
OF THE DONUM OF TOMATO CROP OF THE FARMERS
OF NATIONAL PROGRAM FOR DEVELOPING TOMATO

PLANTING IN IRAQ IN THE PROVINCES
( KERBALA', NAJAFAND BASRAH )
R. M. Ismael* H. K. Al -Ta'iy**
S. A. Mustafa*** H. A. A. Mahmoud**
ABSTRACT

This study investigated the farmers of the National program for
developing tomato planting in Iraq in the provinces Kerbala', Najaf & Basrah
during winter season 3001-2002. The nature of the agricultural land property by
the farmers was renting, and in particular, in Najaf and Basrah provinces. This
property constituted a percentage of 60%,While the nature of property in
Kerbala province was a reform and contract, which constituted a percentage of
37.4%, its area was ranging between 50—100 Donums for the one property with a
percentage of 74.4% of the whole properties. Meanwhile the average of the
cultivated area with tomato crop reached 8.1 Donums for the three provinces.

All the farmers of tomato in the provinces that included in the
investigation used the modern irrigation technology; the drip irrigation, which is
recommended by the National program for developing tomato planting. All the
research samples; the farmers of tomato were carrying out the irrigation for
long times that reached more than 16 hour/day. This constitutes a cost and a loss
in using water and fuel, In addition, this long period of the crop irrigation
prepare suitable conditions for disease infections (insect and fungous). The
farmers of tomato in Basrah continued irrigating their crop for the months
March, April and May for getting high additional production on these months.
Also they can obtain relatively high prices due to the ending of the season or lack
of production in the other provinces. There is a family settlement of the farmers
in there ficlds, since the whole research samples were provided with modern
building and even some farmers' families possessed more than one modern
building with a percentage reached 15.6%. About 33% of these buildings were
constructed after 1991, and in particular, in Najaf and Kerbala' provinces. The
possession percentage of sprinkling and protection appliances by the farmers of
tomato reached 100, and 84% of them had modern pick up vehicles used for the
agricultural purposes. The percentage of their possession to electric and diesel
pumps was 16.9%, and each of the sample members have a well or more to use it
to irrigate their fields. 27% of these wells have been instailed in Najaf province
after 1994. There was a high percentage of loss quantity in tomato crop by the
research sample due to the infections by (fungous and insect) diseases, its
average reached 14.5 % for the one donum of crop production. The average of a
donum production by Basrah farmers was less than the general average of the
donum production of the three provinces with a percentage amounted to 22.8%.
The relativity importance of the changing cost of the donum production average
of tomato reached 69.1 % of the total cost average. The average percentage of
the marketing costs reached 4.5 % of the total costs average, and the average
percentage of the production costs reached 95.5 % for the entire tomato farmers.
All the analyzed economic measurements indicated that tomato farmers in the
three provinces Kerbala', Najaf and Basrah had achieved an economic revenue
which was consistent with the exerted level of management and organization by
the farmers. And the positive indications for those measurements assist to make
the farmers to continue to do their production action for the coming seasons.

% General Board of Date palm — Ministry of Agric. — Baghdad, Iraq.
#* College of Agric.- Baghdad Univ. -Baghdad, Iraq.
#%* Ministry of Agric. — Baghdad, Iraq.



