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Abstract:

Religious tolerance ranks among the most prominent features of Islamic
civilization, drawing sustained interest from historians and researchers
across generations. The multiplicity of scholarly approaches underscores
the pressing need for an objective historical-analytical study that restores
this phenomenon to its proper civilizational context. This study examines
the course of religious tolerance in Islamic history during the period from
early Islam to the end of the Abbasid era (632—-1258 CE), adopting a
historical-analytical approach that integrates critical examination of
primary sources with contextual civilizational analysis. The study operates
on two complementary analytical levels: the legal-foundational level,
represented by the Quran, the Prophetic Sunnah, and key historical
documents such as the Constitution of Medina; and the historical-applied
level, represented by the successive policies of Islamic caliphates. Findings
indicate that the sustainability of religious tolerance in Islamic civilization
was not incidental, but resulted from an integrated set of interrelated
factors: a Quranic and Prophetic legal framework establishing principles
of coexistence and obligating just treatment of non-Muslims — a principle
that Ibn Taymiyyah affirmed as a religious duty without which justice
cannot be achieved (Ibn Taymiyyah, 1988, p. 136); the Dhimmi system
constituting early legal and rights-based frameworks; and the role of
scholarly institutions such as Bayt al-Hikmah in enabling religious
minority members to contribute to civilizational construction (al-Wasiti,
2022, p. 7). The study further reveals a close relationship between Islamic
religious tolerance and periods of civilizational flourishing, as Watt
described tolerance as a structural condition for Islamic civilizational
prosperity rather than a mere moral virtue (Watt, 1972, p. 31). This study
contributes to filling an analytical gap in Arabic historical scholarship and
offers a methodological perspective applicable to tolerance policy design
in contemporary multi-religious societies.
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