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The Significance and Symbolism of Water in Pre-Islamic
Poetry

i Dr. Asaad Makki Dawood Al-Khafaji
d.asaad.1967@gmail.com
Ministry of Education - Open Educational College
Abstract:-

One of the themes that emerged in the poems and verses of pre-Islamic Arabic
poetry (Jahiliyyah) is the theme of (water) or (the significance of water). This theme
was considered one of the first important themes because of the role of water in the
lives of the Arabs, known for their nomadic lifestyle and harshness, and the
environment in which they lived, a harsh, arid desert environment. This harsh
environment, as is well known, needs water greatly, as there is no life without it.
Therefore, we see that they made it a central focus in their poetry, so you will not
find a poem, verse, or journey that is devoid of it or its significance. This is because
they were greatly influenced by this natural environment, as the environment must
have influences that help in shaping human nature, habits, temperament, morals,
and values. His culture, in general, then influences his feelings and emotions, which
are subsequently imprinted on his literary and artistic output. This is clearly evident
in the poems of pre-Islamic poets.

This research explores the theme of water and its connotations in the poems of
some pre-Islamic poets, highlighting the most prominent symbolic manifestations
that their fertile imaginations tended to employ. We found that this connotation is
divided into two main branches: an abstract, sensory connotation and a symbolic,
abstract connotation.

Therefore, the research was divided into an introduction, two sections, and a
conclusion. The introduction dealt with the linguistic and terminological meaning of
the word "water." The first section was titled "The Abstract Meaning of Water in
Pre-Islamic Poetry." The second section was titled "The Symbolic Meaning of Water
in Pre-Islamic Poetry." Finally, we concluded with a list of the most important
sources and references.

Keywords: The significance of water, pre-Islamic poetry, symbolic
significance, sensory significanc..
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