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Abstract

Arab-Chinese relations date back to ancient times, possibly as far as
the second century BC, when Chinese vessels reached several ports
overlooking the Arab region, such as Al-Ubullah, Basra, Aden, and
the Omani port of Sohar. These relations persisted through
subsequent centuries until the advent of Islam and the ensuing
conquests, which led to the intermingling of ancient civilizations,
including the Chinese. The Silk Road served as the most vital link,
enabling early Arabs to encounter China despite the numerous perils
facing their caravans on that rugged and arduous journey.

In the modern era, a new dialogue has emerged, particularly following
the launch of the ""One Belt, One Road"" initiative, which acted as the
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off|C|aI declaratlon of a new Silk Road connecting China with the
Arab world and beyond. This was preceded by mutual intellectual,
cultural, and philosophical exchanges between Arab and Chinese
scholars. These dialogues were built upon a modern understanding of
Chinese philosophies such as Taoism and Confucianism.
Furthermore, the efforts of Chinese Muslim translators in rendering
the Holy Quran, jurisprudential texts, exegeses, and Islamic literature
from Arabic into Chinese paved the way for an ongoing and forward-
looking cultural encounter between the two civilizations.

Keywords: ((Silk Road, Arabs and Chinese Philosophy, One Belt
One Road, Taoism and Confucianism)).
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