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The Iraqi State and the Transformations of Political Influence: A Study of the
Dynamics of Managed Chaos and Soft Power
Munir Hadi Hussein

Abstract :

This study aims to examine how political legitimacy is no longer a fixed concept or
a legal endowment acquired once and for all, but rather a dynamic and renewable
process shaped through continuous interaction between the structure of authority
and societal transformations. Drawing on the theoretical foundations of legitimacy
as articulated by Max Weber, the study demonstrates that the traditional types of
legitimacy (traditional, charismatic, and legal-rational) are no longer sufficient to
explain the reality of contemporary political systems, particularly in light of the
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emergence of a shifting popular dimension linked to the collective perception of
political performance and its effectiveness in meeting citizens’ expectations. The
analysis further reveals that the management of disorder constitutes a central
mechanism in either reproducing or undermining legitimacy. Crises become
decisive tests of the state’s capacity to contain instability, reorder priorities, and
articulate a discourse that reassures society. Effective and transparent management
of disturbances enhances public trust and stabilizes the structure of legitimacy,
whereas mismanagement or failure leads to the gradual erosion of the regime’s
symbolic and political capital. Moreover, the study highlights that public mood is
no longer a subordinate element but has become an influential actor in the equation
of legitimacy, especially in light of transformations in the public sphere. The
digital environment has accelerated the formation of public opinion and intensified
patterns of polarization, rendering legitimacy more sensitive to social, economic,
and media fluctuations Accordingly, the transformations of political legitimacy can
be understood as direct outcomes of the dialectical interaction between the
management of disorder and the dynamics of public mood. They are not the result
of a single factor, but rather the product of a complex equation in which
institutional efficiency intersects with societal perception. Therefore, sustaining
legitimacy in contemporary contexts requires adopting a governance model
capable of effectively managing crises while maintaining open channels of
communication that foster trust and respond to shifts in collective consciousness.

Keywords: Institutional discursive influence, societal response, value-based
political transformations, reception patterns, and the demography of public mood.
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