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The Stance of the Arab Tribes in the Battle of Dhi Qar (609 CE)

Dr. Ahmed Saeed Rashid Al-Hashemi
University of Babylon - College of Education for Humanities

. Abstract
The Battle of Dhi Qar is considered the first notable victory of the Arabs over
the Persians. It represents a story of resilience that contributed to highlighting
the strength of Arab tribes in the Arabian Peninsula. This battle took place at a
time when the Sasanian Empire (224-651 CE) was one of the greatest powers in
the region, possessing a strong military, an advanced economy, and extensive
regional control . The Persians dealt with the Arabs with a sense of arrogance
and contempt, viewing them as scattered and weak tribes living on the margins
of history in the Arabian Peninsula. In contrast, they regarded themselves as the
masters of the region and the dominant authority. To them, the Arabs were
merely groups subject to their influence. However, the Arab tribes—particularly
the tribe of Bakr ibn Wa’il-—demonstrated a heroic in confronting this challenge
when the Persians attempted to seize their property. They rose to defend their
dignity and freedom and, through their courage and familiarity with the terrain,
succeeded in achieving a significant victory over the Persian army. This victory
has been preserved in historical sources as a well-established and widely
recognized event, reflecting an important shift in how major powers perceived
the Arabs.
Keywords: Battle, Dhi Qar, Stance, Tribes, Arabs, Persians, Sasanian Empire
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