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The Impact of Linguistic Context on Interpreting Verbal Similarities in the
Holy Quran: A Study in Semantic Cohesion
A.L. Hassan Reda Abdul Zaghir
A.L. Dirgham Saeed Munim
General Directorate of Education in Babylon
Abstract
"Verbal Similarity™ in the Holy Quran is a sophisticated linguistic phenomenon
where verses are repeated with slight changes in wording. This research
investigates the role of "Linguistic Context" in directing these variations. It
treats context as a precise semantic tool that gives every word a unigque purpose
in its specific place. The study addresses a central problem: Why does the Quran
use different words in similar verses despite their general thematic unity? And
how does this variation strengthen the text's overall cohesion? To answer these
questions, the research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. It bridges the
gap between classical Quranic interpretations and modern "Context Theory" in
linguistics . The findings reveal that verbal variation is not mere repetition;
rather, it is a "structural innovation" driven by the specific needs of the Surah's
purpose and the surrounding verses. The study concludes that the Quran’s
semantic cohesion is achieved through the perfect harmony between a word and
its context. Each change in structure or form adds a new layer of meaning that
cannot be replaced. Ultimately, this research deepens our understanding of
Quranic eloquence and refutes claims of "redundant repetition" by proving that
every linguistic choice is tied to a precise contextual reason.
Keywords: Verbal similarities in the Holy Quran
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