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The Siege of Paris 1870-1871: Political and Military Crises and the Collapse of
French Resistance
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Abstract :

After the defeat and capture of Napoleon
Il at the Battle of Sedan on September 2,
1870, the Third French Republic was
declared on September 4, 1870. A
provisional government was formed,
headed by Jules Trochu, to manage the
crisis. German forces succeeded in
imposing a siege on Paris starting from
September 19, 1870. After leaving Paris,
the Minister of the Interior, Léon
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Gambetta, attempted unsuccessfully to
break the siege of the city. The siege ended
with the signing of an armistice on January
28, 1871, followed by preliminary peace
negotiations in Versailles. The war
officially concluded with the signing of the
Treaty of Frankfurt on May 10, 1871,
according to which France ceded Alsace
and Lorraine, in addition to paying war
reparations to Germany .
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Barry Cunliffe, The Ancient celts, 2nd ed,
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