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Abstract

This study examines the concept of divine election of the Children
of Israel as presented in the Torah and the Qur’an through a
descriptive comparative approach. It seeks to analyze the theological
structure of the idea of the “Chosen People” in the Torah and to
compare it with the concept of preference or election in Qur’anic
discourse. This topic represents a central theological issue that
significantly shaped the religious identity of the Children of Israel and
occupies a prominent place in the Qur’anic narrative through its
presentation of their religious history and their relationship to the divine

covenant.

The research problem centers on determining the nature of election in both
sources: Is it a fixed and permanent choice based on lineage and national
affiliation, granting a particular group enduring privilege? Or is it a divine mandate
conditional upon adherence to the covenant and obedience, which ceases when its
conditions are violated? The study also explores the impact of breaching the
covenant on redefining the concept of election in the Qur’anic perspective and the

extent of its continuity following such violation.

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical method in examining relevant

Torah passages and Qur’anic verses and analyzing their theological implications
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within their textual contexts. It also employs a comparative method to identify
points of convergence and divergence between the two conceptions, without
engaging in contemporary political applications of the concept, in accordance with

the academic scope of the study.

The study concludes that election in the Torah is intrinsically linked to the divine
covenant granted to the Children of Israel and serves as a foundational element in
shaping their religious and collective identity, with a clear emphasis on national
particularity. In contrast, the Qur’an presents the preference granted to the
Children of Israel within a specific historical context and consistently associates it
with responsibility and moral obligation. It further affirms that breaching the
covenant results in the loss of privlege and withdrawal of preference, in
accordance with universal divine laws that establish faith and righteous conduct—

not ethnic affiliation—as the true criterion of merit.

Given the nature of the study, it is structured into an introduction, two chapters,

and a conclusion as follows:

The Introduction: addresses the significance of the topic, the research problem,

objectives, methodology, and scope of the study.

Chapter One: The Concept of Election and the Structure of the Chosen People
in the Torah.
Section One: The theological foundation of covenant and election in the Torah.
Section Two: The nature and limits of election and its relationship to collective

identity.

Chapter Two: The Election of the Children of Israel in the Qur’an between
Mandate and Breach of Covenant
Section One: Election as a conditional and responsibility—based preference in
Qur’anic discourse.
Section Two: Breach of covenant and its impact on the loss of election and the

principle of divine substitution.
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