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Istihsan in the Hanafi School: Between Theoretical Grounding and
Contemporary Maqgasid-Oriented Application—An Analytical Study in
Light of the Juristic Rulings of Abu Hanifa
A.Lecturer Muhammad Saleh Hajim
The Iragi University
College of Islamic Sciences
Abstract:

This study examines the concept of Istihsan in the Hanafi school through an
analytical approach that integrates its theoretical foundations with its
contemporary magasid-based application. It traces the development of the
concept in Hanafi legal theory, highlighting the diversity of its interpretations
between being a method of preference and an independent legal proof. The
study also emphasizes the maqgasid dimension of Istihsan by analyzing its
juristic applications that reflect considerations of public interest, removal of
hardship, and realization of justice. The findings indicate that Istihsan represents
a flexible juristic tool that helps balance between textual evidence and practical
realities. Limiting it to a mere counterpart of analogy (qgiyas) has narrowed its
original scope. The study further underscores the importance of reactivating
Istihsan in contemporary Islamic jurisprudence to address emerging issues
through a disciplined magasid-oriented approach. This research contributes to
bridging the gap between theoretical foundations and practical application in
Islamic legal reasoning.
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