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Stages of Fallujah City Expansion from 1870 to 2026 - Review Article
A.L. Ayat Hazem Jassim
A.L. Sahira Fawzi Taha
College of Arts / University of Anbar

Abstract

This study aims to analyze and review the stages of urban expansion in the city of
Fallujah during the period (1870-2026), based on a set of academic studies that
addressed the city’s urban, morphological, geographical, and technological aspects.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach that relies on comparing the
findings of these studies and integrating them within a comprehensive chronological
framework. It focuses on tracing the development of the city from its initial stage,
which was closely associated with its geographical location and caravan trade
activities, through the phase of traditional expansion centered around the market,
and finally to the modern stages characterized by rapid urban growth and the
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emergence of issues such as informal settlements and pressure on infrastructure. The
study also highlights the role of geographical factors in directing urban expansion,
as the city’s location within the Euphrates floodplain and its relatively flat terrain
facilitated urban growth, while certain natural and human constraints played a
significant role in determining expansion patterns. Furthermore, the study
demonstrates that transformations in housing patterns reflect the economic and
social changes experienced by the city, making the residential unit a key indicator
for understanding urban expansion. In the context of recent developments, the study
emphasizes the role of modern technologies such as Geographic Information
Systems (GIS), remote sensing, and artificial intelligence in analyzing and managing
urban growth, particularly in transportation and traffic management. The study
concludes that the urban expansion of Fallujah has not always been well-organized,
but rather influenced by a complex set of interacting factors that, in some periods,
led to urban imbalances. Therefore, it underscores the necessity of adopting modern
planning policies that incorporate advanced technologies and consider geographical
and social characteristics to achieve sustainable urban development.

Keywords: Fallujah City, Urban Expansion, Land Use, Geographic Information
Systems (GIS), Remote Sensing, Informal Settlements, Urban Structure, Artificial
Intelligence, Residential Units, Urban Planning.
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