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Abstract

This study examines the precious stones that adorned the High Priest's
breastplate in Jewish tradition and traces the transformation of these
symbols in Christian interpretation through a descriptive, analytical, and
comparative approach. The study aims to reveal the significance of these
twelve stones in their original context (the Old Testament), then trace how
they were translated and interpreted in the Septuagint and in the writings
of Josephus Flavius, and finally observe the symbolic transformation of
these jewels in the Book of Revelation where they became the foundations
of the New Jerusalem. The study concludes that the translation process
from Hebrew to Greek created an epistemological rupture with the original
stone names, leading to multiple divergent lists. This ambiguity paved the
way for a radical transformation in symbolism from representing the
twelve tribes of Israel to representing the twelve apostles of Christ,
reflecting a Christian theological vision that sees the church as a
continuation of God's ancient people and the fulfillment of its symbols.
Keywords: High Priest's Breastplate, Precious Stones, Urim and
Thummim, Septuagint, Josephus Flavius, Book of Revelation .
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