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The Effectiveness of the Round Table Discussion Strategy in Social Studies
Achievement and the Development of Self-Learning Skills among Fifth-
Grade Primary Pupils
Asst. Lect. Haider Ali Hassan Hussein
Directorate of Education / Babil Governorate
bas552.haider.ali@student.uobabylon.edu.ig

Abstract:

The present study aims to identify the effectiveness of the Circular Discussion
Group Strategy in improving achievement in Social Studies and developing self-
learning skills among fifth-grade primary pupils. To achieve the research
objective, the experiment lasted for two months. The researcher selected a
school randomly using a lottery method to represent the research population.
The sample consisted of (63) fifth-grade pupils, who were randomly assigned
using simple randomization into two groups: an experimental group and a
control group. Section (B) represented the experimental group with (32) pupils,
while Section (A) represented the control group with (31) pupils. The two
groups were equated in several variables, including prior knowledge test and
self-learning skills test, The researcher adopted a quasi-experimental design with
two equivalent groups (experimental and control) and a post-test, while
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controlling extraneous variables as much as possible. The experiment was
conducted during the second semester of the academic year (2025-2026). Prior
to implementation, the researcher verified the validity and reliability of the
research instrument (observation checklist), and the reliability coefficient
reached an average agreement percentage of (85.33%),After completing the
experiment, the data were statistically analyzed using the t-test for independent
samples as well as the t-test for paired samples. The results revealed a
statistically significant difference in favor of the experimental group in self-
learning skills.

Keywords: Circular Discussion Group Strategy, Self-Learning Skills, Social
Studies.
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