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Abstract:
This article examines the personal biography of the poet Malik
ibn al-Rayb al-Tamimi (d. ca. 60 AH / 680 CE), one of the poets
of the Umayyad period, who combined chivalry and poetry and
immortalized his name in Arab history and heritage through his
famous elegy in which he mourned himself before his death, as
well as through his participation in the Islamic conquests of the
East during the Umayyad era.The article aims to analyze Malik’s
personality in light of the political and social transformations that
marked the early Umayyad state and to clarify how these changes
were reflected in his life and poetic experience. It also explores his
historical role in the Islamic conquests of Khurasan and his posi-
tion among the poets of that era who expressed the tension be—
tween Bedouin and urban life, and between rebellion and obedi-
ence Furthermore, the article sheds light on Malik ibn al-Rayb’s
life and upbringing, his transformation toward piety and jihad,
and his participation in the eastern Islamic campaigns. It also
examines his poetic works, particularly the elegy he composed
during his illness on his return from Khurasan, in which appear
elements of nostalgia, fear of death, pride in heroism, and deep
religious feeling. This elegy is regarded as one of the finest pieces
in Arabic poetry, blending emotional sincerity with artistic im-—
agery.The study concludes by discussing the transformations in
Malik’s early life—from a life of brigandage and rebellion to one
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of devotion, worship, and asceticism—and his poetry, which rep-
resents a unique model of Umayyad verse, combining genuine
subjectivity and profound human experience. His poetry occu-
pies a distinguished place in Arabic literature today and is studied
as a prime example of self-elegy and emotional authenticity.
Keywords: Malik ibn al-Rayb, Historical Dimension, Narratives
and Events
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Deposit number
In the House of Books and Documents
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For the year 2021
e—mail
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