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Referential Intertextuality in Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri's
Book "The AL-fusul wa al-Ghayat "

Fatimah Ghadhban Oudah
Central Technical University/Institute for the Preparation of Technical/lraq

Sawsan abduallah Fayyadh
Central Technical University/Institute for the Preparation of Technical/lraq

Abstract:

The objectives of the research are to analyze the manifestations of referential intertextuality in Al-
Ma'arri's book "Chapters and Functions in Glorifying Allah and Sermons” (Arabic: al-Fusal wa-I-Ghayat fi
Tamjid Allah wa-l1-Mawa‘iz) to determine the sources of the references used (Qur’anic, Prophetic,
traditional, philosophical, etc.) to explicate the linguistic and intellectual functions performed by these
references in the construction of the text and to clarify their interpretive and semantic dimensions in light of
modern linguistic approaches.

The study adopts a text-linguistic methodology supported by stylistic and hermeneutic analysis, in
order to reveal the deep structure of the references and the meanings they evoke, while drawing on selected
concepts from intertextuality theory within the framework of the Arab cultural milieu. The research
examines selected chapters from the book which represent diverse patterns of referential intertextuality.

Among the findings of the study is that intertextuality, although a modern term in linguistic studies,
has long been present in the Arab heritage under designations such as hinting (talmih), implication
(tadmin), citation, and quotation. Referential intertextuality differs from verbal intertextuality in that the
former manifests through references, symbols, and allusions carrying religious or philosophical
connotations, whereas the latter consists of reproducing phrases and sentences verbatim without
alteration—explicit rather than implicit borrowing.

The most prominent sources from which Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri drew his material in the book are the
Qur’an, Prophetic traditions, proverbs and aphorism, as well as works of philosophy, literature, and Sufism.
He employed these mechanisms to achieve brevity.

Word Key: Intertextuality, AL-fusul wa al-Ghayat, Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri.
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