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Abstract:

Geographical enclaves are among the most complex geopolitical phenomena in
the contemporary world, due tothe challenges they pose in terms of sovereignty,
spatial connectivity, and strategic influence. The Russian exclave of Kaliningrad
stands as one of the most significant global examples of this phenomenon.
Situated on the Baltic Sea and surrounded by Lithuania and Poland, the exclave
lies approximately 368 km away from the main Russian territory, making it
This study examines .geographically separated and partially politically isolated
geographical enclaves from the perspective of modern geopolitical thought,
analyzing the dimensions of Kaliningrad’s existence as a Russian enclave in the
heart of the European space, focusing on its impact on the balance of power
between Russia and NATO and the role it plays in Russian maritime and military
strategy. The research also discusses the economic, demographic, and cultural
dimensions of this geographical enclave and its effects on regional and
international interaction, while dissecting the nature of the relationship between
geographic separation and contemporary geopolitical deterrence mechanisms.
The study aims to provide an analytical reading based on geographical
characterization, political analysis, and the exploration of future scenarios for
similar enclaves.The importance of this study derives from its focus on one of the
geopolitical hotspots between East and West, raising profound questions about
the nature of political coexistence in the context of geographical fragmentation,
as well as the challenges of globalization and international competition for

influence.
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