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Abstract

There is no doubt that intellectual coercion has become a clearly
discernible phenomenon at both the national and international levels,
given its profound consequences, which manifest in the production of
deviant thought whether in the form of religious doctrine, political or
economic ideologies, or other types—so long as its purpose is to silence
and suppress the will of individuals and society, ultimately in pursuit of
specific goals and objectives through various means. Intellectual coercion
exists in all societies, albeit to varying degrees, and is more prevalent in
closed societies characterized by totalitarian cultures. It is embodied in
various practices such as pressure, persecution, or violence directed
against holders of dissenting intellectual views, whether as groups or
individuals, often with the support of political or religious organizations .
Although most constitutions have sought albeit to varying extents to
guarantee intellectual freedom and intellectual security, the real test lies in
the effective implementation of such provisions, many of which have
remained largely unenforced. Prior to 2003, Iraq constituted a theater of
conflicts and military coups, where the primary concern of constitutional
drafters was the consolidation of military and political dominance, with
little regard for the rights and freedoms of the people. Consequently, the
core problem was not the existence of constitutional texts, but rather their
application. A clear illustration of this can be found in the repressive
policies of the former Ba’ath regime, which systematically curtailed all
intellectual rights whether political or religious despite their nominal
inclusion in constitutional documents. This represents a fundamental
shortcoming in all Iragi constitutions issued during that period, as they
failed to explicitly prohibit or limit intellectual coercion, relying instead
on implicit and ineffective references that lacked substantive legal value.
Such provisions were insufficient to provide the necessary legal protection
for intellectual freedom, as they did not expressly enshrine the prohibition
of intellectual coercion .

Keywords: Intellectual coercion, freedom of thought, intellectual security,
freedom of opinion and expression.
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