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This study endeavors to elucidate the critical foundations of text linguistics—or the science
of the text—as a methodological approach that has emerged from contemporary critical
frameworks, rooted in the Arab critical heritage, with a concise exemplar found in Bishr ibn
al-Mu ‘tamir’s critical treatise. The research aims to demonstrate the origins of the textual
standards defined with utmost precision by De Beaugrande in the field of text linguistics, as
discernible in Bishr ibn al-Mu‘tamir’s treatise. This is achieved by clarifying the concepts,
meanings, and interrelations between the conditions and requirements articulated by Bishr
ibn al-Mu‘tamir for producing a coherent and creative text, and the textual standards
stipulated by De Beaugrande as essential for the artistic creative text. Such a comparison
highlights the rigor of the classical Arabic critical methodology and the intellectual
ingenuity of its scholars, as well as their aptitude in laying the foundations and codifying
both criticism and textual critical methodology.
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