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Abstract

Taif 1s an ancient Arab city located in the Hejaz region. It was
the second most important city in the Hejaz after Mecca before Islam,
thanks to its strategic geographical location on pre-Islamic trade
routes. Its moderate climate, fertile soil, and abundant water supply
contributed to making it a major agricultural area, which was the
cornerstone of improving the economic conditions of Taif's
inhabitants. It was also one of the most beautiful cities in the Arabian
Peninsula before Islam, due to its numerous orchards producing a
wide variety of fruits. This made it a coveted prize for the surrounding
tribes and kingdoms. To protect it, the city's inhabitants built a wall
around it, hence the name Taif, meaning "the wall" or "the
surrounding wall." Taif's pleasant climate and economic prosperity
encouraged people to educate themselves and learn to read and write.
Many of its inhabitants traveled to Yemen and Persia to learn reading,
writing, and medicine, resulting in the emergence of numerous
intellectuals, poets, orators, and wise men.

Keywords: Taif, Al-Lat, Thaqif.
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