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Abstract: This study aimed to demonstrate the impact of the Ukrainian
crisis on US-Russian relations: an analysis of the military and economic
tools in the geopolitical conflict. Since the outbreak of the Ukrainian
crisis, relations between the United States and Russia have witnessed
unprecedented tensions, reaching their lowest levels since the end of the
Cold War. However, following the first term of the US administration
under President Donald Trump, US-Russian relations witnessed a state of
tensions that raised questions about the possibility of a structural shift in
the course of bilateral relations. However, actual practice revealed the US
administration’s adherence to traditional deterrence mechanisms. The
policy pursued was not limited to sustaining military support for Ukraine,
but also included a more stringent containment strategy. This reinforces
the research hypothesis that the strategic decision-making establishment in
Washington prioritizes national security interests over the personal
inclinations of the political leadership. Ultimately, the study concluded
that the Ukrainian crisis transformed the nature of US-Russian relations
from a competitive one to one of outright hostility and continuous
confrontation, surpassing even the worst periods of tension following the
end of the Cold War. Comprehensive reciprocal economic sanctions,
diplomatic expulsions, and the freezing of strategic dialogue have
completely eroded trust between the two sides, rendering formal
diplomatic mechanisms ineffective in addressing the crisis or preventing
its escalation. Furthermore, the crisis has revived the principle of security
polarization in Europe, strengthening NATO's unity and its westward and
eastward expansion (manifestations of escalation) in the face of Russia's
insistence on establishing its sphere of influence.
Keywords: Crises, US-Russian relations, Cold War
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