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Abstract: Since the end of the Cold War, the world has witnessed radical
transformations in the structure of governance systems. The most
prominent of these has been the remarkable expansion of democracy,
particularly with the collapse of the communist bloc and the increasing
shift towards pluralistic systems in Third World countries. This trajectory
prompted the American thinker Francis Fukuyama to present his famous
thesis, "The End of History,” in 1989, asserting that liberal democracy
represents the pinnacle and culmination of human political development.
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At that time, the third wave of democratization seemed an unstoppable
current, bolstered by the prevailing optimism for a future dominated by
the values of freedom and political representation. However, this idealized
image soon collided with a different reality. Since 2006, the world has
witnessed a clear decline in indicators of political freedom and civil
liberties, even in Western countries that have long been considered
exemplary models for establishing democratic systems. This decline has
been accompanied by a resurgence of military interventions, the rise of
populist rhetoric, and the resurgence of authoritarian regimes in an
international environment no longer conducive to the dissemination of
liberal values and the protection of democratic institutions. These
transformations reflect a structural crisis in the global democratic system
and the trajectory of democratic transition. International.
Keywords: Autocratic transition, democratic systems, America, Turkey,
Hungary
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