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Abstract
Public authority is the cornerstone of regulating social relations among
individuals under its jurisdiction, employing legal texts as a tool to control
this behavior. Criminal law stands out as the most decisive sovereign
instrument, as it defines acts that constitute an attack on the security of

society (criminalization), determines appropriate penalties (sanctions), and
establishes the conditions for criminal responsibility. Since the application
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of legal texts is impossible without defining the jurisdiction for their
implementation, the urgent need arose to formulate the concept of
"criminal jurisdiction.” This concept identifies the legally competent body
responsible for enacting penal provisions and the judicial authority tasked
with exercising them against perpetrators of such acts.
This research begins with the premise that the Iragi legislature—in
adherence to the principle of legality of crimes and punishments—has
effectively regulated territorial criminal jurisdiction and has taken care to
close loopholes that allow for impunity by establishing exceptions related
to territorial, personal, and universal jurisdiction. However, a legislative
gap is assumed to exist concerning international crimes stipulated in the
Rome Statute, necessitating a review of national legislation.
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Criminal jurisdiction , Penal Code , Comprehensive jurisdiction

Regional jurisdiction, Criminal legislation
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