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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of "severing the dependent from its
antecedent" (qat' al-tabi' 'an al-matbu') in Arabic grammar, reviewing the
perspectives of both classical and modern grammarians to uncover its
linguistic, syntactic, and rhetorical dimensions, alongside its applications
in the Holy Qur'an, poetry, and prose. The research begins by clarifying
the linguistic concept of al-gat' (cutting/severing) as the separation and
detachment of parts of an object from one another. Syntactically, it is
defined as diverting a modifier (adjective/na'at) from its grammatical
dependency on the modified noun (man'ut), rendering it either the predicate
of an omitted subject implied as huwa (he/it) in the nominative case (raf'),
or the direct object of an omitted verb implied as a'ni (I mean), amdahu (I
praise), or adhammu (I dispraise) in the accusative case (nasb).

The investigation traces this phenomenon across two chronological paths:

o Perspectives of Classical Grammarians: The study anchors the
foundations of this phenomenon in the pioneering work of
Sibawayh, who was the first to document it, providing textual
evidence for the nominative and accusative cases used for
glorification and praise. It further explores the views of al-Farra' and
Abu Ali al-Farisi, who regarded this grammatical cut as an eloquent
stylistic device and a commendable form of prolixity (itnab) aimed
at renewing and redirecting meaning. Additionally, it highlights the
structural rulings of Ibn Hisham, Ibn Aqil, and al-Azhari regarding
the obligatory omission of the operative agent (the subject or the
verb) when the cut serves the purposes of praise, dispraise, or
eliciting sympathy. There is a consensus among them that a cut into
the genitive case (jarr) is entirely impermissible, as the implied
operative agents are strictly confined to the nominative and
accusative cases.

o Perspectives of Modern Grammarians: The study discusses the
framework established by Abbas Hassan, who introduced updated
syntactic parameters for the grammatical cut to guide and focus the
reader's attention on the severed modifier. He cautioned writers
against utilizing this technique before an audience unfamiliar with it
to avoid misconceptions of grammatical error. This view is shared
by Ali Rida and al-Makhzumi, who considered it a stylistic license
that offers poetic facility and structural freedom. Furthermore, the
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insights of Muhammad al-Antaki and Fatima Fiddah are
distinguished by their emphasis on the necessity of phonetic
contrast, intonation, or a brief vocal pause to successfully execute
the grammatical cut and signal the transition to a new, independent
sentence.

The research concludes that the grammatical cut is an authentic and
structurally sound linguistic phenomenon intrinsically linked to
context for phonetic and rhetorical reasons. Deviating from
conventional syntax in this manner is not a compositional defect;
rather, it 1s an eloquent stylistic approach demanded by expression
and required by the methods of classical rhetoric.
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