Journal of Business Economics for Applied Research, Vol. (8), No. (2): 172-190
Doi: https://dx.doi.org/10.37940/BEJAR.2026.8.2.9

r
’A'PI Journal of Business Economics for Applied Researc
SR~ ittt | i Gl J b | it D el | k)
ISSN 2709-6475 - E-ISSN 3079-8167

Eilalnidl &l

aanhill digaull dine

The Role of the Tourism Sector in Reducing Unemployment
A Case Study of Halabja Governorate in the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq’
Zaman jafrhamasalim(l), Hawzhenkhasrawahmad®
University of Sulaimani - College of Administration and Economics®®

(1) zaman.hamasalim@univsul.edu.ig (2) hawzhen.ahmed@univsul.edu.iq

Key words:
Tourism, Unemployment, Halabja
Governorate, Kurdistan Region.

ARTICLE INFO
Article history:

Received 18 sep. 2025
Accepted 15 Oct. 2025
Avaliabble online | 01 Jun. 2026

© 2026 THE AUTHOR(S). THIS IS AN
OPEN ACCESS ARTICLE DISTRIBUTED
UNDER THE TERMS OF THE CREATIVE
COMMONS ATTRIBUTION LICENSE (CC
BY 4.0).
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

(©MOoM

*Corresponding author:
Zaman jafrhamasalim
University of Sulaimani

Abstract:

The tourism sector plays an important
role in combating unemployment by
creating direct job opportunities in
hotels, restaurants, and travel
agencies. Halabja Governorate boasts
a wealth of natural and diverse
resources, making it a great tourist
destination for both local and
international tourists. Due to the large
number of university and institute
graduates and the natural population
growth in the governorate, the number
of unemployed people increases
annually, requiring the tourism sector
to play a role in providing job
opportunities for the city's residents.
This study concluded that interest in

the tourism sector will lead to
increased confrontation of
unemployment in Halabja

Governorate, as the tourism sector
contributes, being labour -intensive |,
to creating direct and indirect job
opportunities in tourism projects,
which leads to combating
unemployment. Also, the young group
between (20-41) of them dominated
the majority of the number of tourists.

“The research is extracted from a master's thesis of the first researcher.
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