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Abstract:

Public expenditure refers to the government's outlay
of funds to fulfil its responsibilities and provide
goods and services to the public. However, Public
spending is among the most important financial
policy tools used by governments to achieve their
economic and social goals. Government programs in
various fields take the form of appropriations
allocated by the state to meet public needs. With the
development of the state's role and the
diversification of its areas of intervention, public
expenditures have also evolved and taken various
forms, as they are considered one of the most
important means upon which the state relies to
improve all economic and social aspects. This study
aims to analyse and measure the impact of public
expenditures on poverty rates in Iraq in the short and
long term (2004-2022). A descriptive analytical
approach was used, relying on official data, figures,
information, and charts published on the websites of
the Central Bank of Irag, the Ministry of Finance,
and the Iragi Ministry of Planning. Furthermore, the
study utilised the standard approach and the ARDL
model, concluding that there is an inverse
relationship between public expenditures and
poverty rates. As a result, public expenditures
increase, and poverty rates decrease in the short and
long term. The researcher proposes supporting
public spending in the field of social development
(such as health, education, population, and public
services), which would contribute to solving many
problems, most notably poverty.

*The research is extracted from a doctoral dissertation of the first researcher.
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