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Abstract :The Qatari—Turkish gas pipeline project, which began as an
economic idea to transport gas from Qatar to Turkey and then to Europe via
Syria, evolved into a geopolitical conflict and a competitive arena that plunged
Syria into a nightmarish mix of civil war, invasion, and foreign terrorism.
This pipeline is one of the most prominent examples of what can be described
as "angry pipelines"—projects that have gone beyond their economic dimension
to become a focal point of intractable geopolitical conflicts. Consequently,
Turkey and Qatar adopted a conflict management policy rather than a settlement
policy, relying directly on supporting armed groups opposed to the Syrian
regime—groups largely driven by Turkish and Qatari interests.
The study focuses on one of the most significant external geopolitical visions of
Turkey and Qatar today—the Qatari—Turkish gas pipeline—by examining
Syria’s geostrategic importance and its impact on global geo-security and geo-
economics. It also measures the extent of international and regional
competition, particularly from Iran and Russia, amid escalating struggles to
safeguard economic interests and avoid allowing any single actor to dominate
global energy management. The study concludes that this pipeline was a major
catalyst for the events of 2011 and beyond. It also highlights the significant
challenges facing its construction, including high economic costs and opposition
from Iran and Russia, as it threatens their energy interests—though the issue
remains dynamic and under evaluation.
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Source : Elai Rettig. (2025, January 13). The Syrian pipeline game: How Turkey’s plans
affect Israel’s regional ambitions (Geo-Energy Insights No. 7). Begin-Sadat Center for
Strategic Studies. p. 2.
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