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Faith—based education in the age of algorithms: From external
control to self-protection

M.M. Abi Shbeel Mahmoud

University of Mosul [ College of Basic Education
Abstract
This study examines the challenges of faith—based education
(Tarbiyah) under the contemporary dominance of technology, specifically
the so-called 'Authority of Algorithms" and its impact on shaping

consciousness and behavior. The research stems from the hypothesis
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that traditional 'censorship and blocking" mechanisms are no longer
sufficient in the face of digital fluidity, necessitating a shift toward a
"'Self-Immunization" strategy.

The study employs a descriptive—analytical approach, integrating
Sharia—based foundations through the concept of 'lhsan" (mindfulness of
God) and the methodology of the Tabi'un in understanding the heart's
jurisprudence (the model of Abdullah bin Ubaid bin Umair). The findings
reveal that algorithms fragment attention and reinforce the ‘illusion of
numbers." Countering these effects requires building individual "Digital
Sovereignty" through practical tools such as "Alternative Environment
Engineering" and "Attention Fasting." The study concludes by proposing
an "Ethical Digital Guide" as a roadmap for Muslim families to transform
digital devices from tools of distraction into instruments of spiritual
purification.

Keywords: Faith-Based Education, Algorithms, lhsan, Self-
Immunization, Digital Sovereignty.
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