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Abstract:
Preference is a fundamental topic in Quranic studies and is used in
more than one Quranic science. Its origins go back to the principles
of jurisprudence (usul al-figh), and it is one of the components of the
principles of jurisprudence. However, it is also used in interpretation,
as preference is a topic that reveals the interpretens ability to deal with
the differences between opinions, as well as his use of practical tools
such as rhetoric, language, principles of jurisprudence, and readings,
in order to arrive at the objectives of Islamic law. This does not mean
that preference is merely a process of choosing between opinions;
rather, it is an act of ijtihad based on solid foundations and rules, and
requires precision and methodology in dealing with the opinions pre—
sented. Preference is a topic that has received the attention of scholars,
both ancient and modern. Dr. Wahba Al-Zuhayli is considered one
of the most important contemporary scholars in the science of inter—
pretation. He has a large number of publications in more than one
field of Quranic sciences, and he has many books on interpretation,
including his book entitled “The Enlightening Interpretation,” which
is considered a reliable scientific source in Islamic studies, as it contains
scientific material composed in a contemporary style that combines
ancient traditional views and contemporary modernity in interpreting
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the Holy Quran. This has produced a clear and easy-to—understand
book for all students of knowledge, even if they are not from Islamic
specialties. Al-Zuhayli used preference, but not in an explicit manner.
He did not use the tools of preference, such as the word “al-rajeh” or
“arja’r,” but rather he used implicit preference, which is called “al-tarjih
al-mustabatin.” The researcher mentioned two examples from verses
of the Holy Quran to illustrate Al-Zuhayli’s method of preference.
Keywords: preference, interpretation, Al-Zuhayli.
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