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Tyranny and Wars: A Study of the Military and
Political Crimes of the Ba'athist Regime in Iraq (1980-
2003)
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Asst.Lect. Anwar Taher Anid 2*
College of Education for Girls, Al-Shatra University, Iraq

’Directorate General of Education of Dhi Qar Governorate, Ministry of Education,
Iraq

Abstract:

The research focuses on an important period in contemporary Iraqi history
between 1980 and 2003, a time marked by a series of events and conflicts that had a
significant impact on the Iraqi people and the entire region. Below is a summary of
the key points addressed in the research:Saddam's Ba'athist Regime: The research
begins with an exploration of Saddam Hussein's rule through the Arab Socialist
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Ba'ath Party, which came to power in Iraq in 1968. It focuses on how the Ba'athist
regime consolidated its power through political repression, control over institutions,
and the strengthening of Saddam Hussein's autocratic rule.The Iran-Iraq War (1980-
1988): The war between Iraq and Iran was one of the major events during this
period. It lasted for eight years and caused massive destruction in both countries,
with millions of casualties. The war was fought over the occupation of border oil-
rich territories and regional dominance. It led to significant economic and military
depletion for Iraq.The Gulf War (1990-1991): After Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in
1990, an international coalition led by the United States launched a war to liberate
Kuwait in 1991. The war resulted in a decisive defeat for Iraq, leading to the
imposition of severe economic sanctions and devastating effects on Iraq's economy
and infrastructure.The Suppression of the Shiite and Kurdish Uprisings (1991):
Following the Gulf War, popular uprisings broke out in southern Iraq led by the
Shiites and in the north led by the Kurds. The brutal repression by the Iraqi regime
against these uprisings resulted in the killing of thousands of civilians, the
destruction of many cities, and widespread persecution of the
population.Authoritarianism and Control: During this period, the Ba'athist regime
under Saddam Hussein relied on repression, excessive use of force, and military
threats to suppress any internal opposition. It also focused on reinforcing its political
control through intelligence and security agencies, which had a harmful effect on the
Iraqi people and human rights.Military and Political Transformations: The research
concludes by outlining the political and military transformations in Iraq leading up
to 2003, a period during which Iraq saw the onset of the U.S. military campaign
against Saddam's regime, ultimately leading to the overthrow of Saddam Hussein
and the occupation of Iraq.Overall, the research addresses how the Ba'athist regime
dealt with military and internal challenges and the impact of these actions on the
Iraqi people and the region as a whole.

Keywords: Crimes, Baath Party, 2003.
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