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Factors that led to Finland's transfer from the Swedish Kingdom to the
Russian Empire in 1809
(Review article)
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Abstract:

Finland was a dependency of Sweden, and it wanted to get rid of Swedish
rule for several reasons, including the Swedish nobility's monopoly of the most
important positions in the administration and their seizure of the best Finnish
lands. Also, most of the Russo-Swedish wars took place on Finnish lands,
causing a lot of damage and affecting the Finnish economy. As for Russia's
motives for annexing Finland, one of them was that the Swedish King Gustav |11
worked to exploit the Swedish-Turkish War, so he worked to distract the
opposition to his internal policies when he wanted to increase his royal powers.
Gustav 11 ordered a war against Russia (1788-1790), but the war ended in the
defeat of Sweden. Also, Russia had a strategic goal in annexing Finland, which
was to move the Swedish borders away from the Russian capital, Saint
Petersburg, and to move Sweden further away from the Russian borders by
annexing Finland overland. The matter ended with a war between Sweden and
Russia on Finnish lands for the period (1808-1809), and Sweden was defeated
and ceded Finland in the Treaty of Fredrikshamn.
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