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The Economic Contribution of Rural Women in the Agricultural Sector of
Babylon Governorate: Challenges and Opportunities
Assistant Lecturer: Iman Alawi Hadi Mahdi Al-Asadi
University of Babylon / College of Basic Education
Abstract:

This in-depth analytical study examines the economic contribution of rural
women in the agricultural sector of Babylon Governorate, a region historically
and productively significant in Iraqi agriculture. The research aims to reveal the
essential role women play in agricultural value chains, both in plant and animal
production, while analyzing the structural gaps that prevent this effort from
translating into genuine economic empowerment. Data indicates that rural
women in Babylon bear up to 85% of the physical labor in some activities and
contribute between 60% and 80% to securing their families' food security.
However, this group faces escalating existential challenges, most notably
climate change and water scarcity, which have eroded productivity and
increased health and physical burdens. The study employs an analytical-
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deductive approach to evaluate government policies and international initiatives,
such as the "Climate-Smart Women" initiative. It concludes that women's
economic empowerment in rural Babylon requires a radical transformation of
legal ownership frameworks, access to finance, and the modernization of
extension services to be more gender-responsive. The study recommends the
integration of women into agricultural decision-making centers to ensure the
resilience of rural communities in the face of successive environmental and
economic crises.

Keywords: Rural women, agricultural sector, Babylon Governorate
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