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Abstract

Second-division referees in lraqi football face numerous
obstacles that Ilimit their professional development and
negatively affect the quality of match management, with limited
research addressing these obstacles from their direct perspective.
Objective: This study aims to identify the main obstacles facing
football refereeing in lIrag among second-division referees,
analyze them across six key domains, and propose appropriate
solutions to develop the refereeing system.

Method and Sample: The researcher adopted the descriptive
survey method. The study sample consisted of Y+ second-
division referees in Baghdad during the period from Y/¥/Y.Yo
to YY/¢/Y+Yo at Al-Shaab Stadium and the University of
Baghdad Stadium.

Key Results: The study found that the most significant obstacles
include: absence of clear refereeing development strategies and
inadequate handling of referees' complaints (RI=YVY.\ ¢7%); poor
stadium infrastructure and pitch conditions (RI=YY.A1);
overlapping disciplinary decisions and insufficient lack of
aclequate player protection (RI=Y2.¥1%); referee inexperience
and its effect on match outcomes (RI=Y1.Y4%); public tension
from controversial decisions (RI=YA.YYZ); and media
amplification of refereeing errors (RI=A+.+ +7).

Conclusions and Recommendations: The study recommends
developing comprehensive strategic plans for refereeing
improvement, expanding VAR technology across all leagues,
upgrading stadium infrastructure, providing advanced referee
training programs, and promoting media transparency. The
research concludes that developing refereeing in Iraq requires an
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integrated vision encompassing technical, administrative,
psychological, and technological aspects.

Keywords: Refereeing Obstacles, Match Management, Football
(Soccer), Second-Division Referees.
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