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The Poetic Function of Enjambment in Omar Al-Nass’s Poetry
Ahmed Abdul Ali
Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, University of Anbar
Prof. Dr. Jasim Mohammed Abbas.
Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, University of Anbar.

Abstract

This study investigates the phenomenon of enjambment as a structural device
characterized by the extension of the lexical unit across the two hemistichs of
the poetic line, thereby disrupting the conventional boundary between the sadr
(first hemistich) and the ‘ajz (second hemistich). Such a configuration produces
a distinctive rhythmic effect, manifested in the continuity and fluidity of the
poem’s sonic articulation.Rather than constituting a merely superficial formal
feature, enjambment emerges as a deliberate artistic strategy that reinforces the
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structural cohesion of the verse and establishes a more integrated phonetic and
semantic unity. In this context, the poet Omar Al-Nass employs enjambment for
both aesthetic and semantic purposes, aiming to break rhythmic monotony and
to generate an internal dynamic within the poetic texture. Furthermore, it
contributes to meaning-making by creating a sequential linkage between lexical
units, encouraging uninterrupted reading and sustained engagement with the
text. This phenomenon is also closely tied to the nature of the metrical system, as
it becomes more prominent in meters characterized by rhythmic flexibility and
expansive prosodic patterns. From an applied perspective, the findings indicate
that the deployment of enjambment in the analyzed texts aligns with the
emotional structure of the poems and reflects a conscious artistic choice
intended to produce an internal musical effect that enhances the overall aesthetic
intensity of the poetic discourse.

Keywords: Enjambment — Rhythm — Musicality — Meter — Harmony
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