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The Impact of Persian Vowels and Consonants on Iraqi
Vernacular

Asst. Professor Dr. Ayad M. Hussain!*

'Ministry University of Babylon , Babylon Center For Cultural and Historical
Studies, Iraq

Abstract:

Language is a rich domain that reflects the cultural and civilizational interaction
between peoples, as languages influence and intertwine due to various historical and
social factors. In Iraq, Iraqi vernacular has emerged as a result of a long history of
interaction with neighboring languages and civilizations, including Persian . Vowels
and consonants, as fundamental elements of phonetic structure, have played a
significant role in this interaction, affecting pronunciation and shaping the
phonological system of Iraqi vernacular. Linguistic influence represents a dynamic
process in which phonetic systems and vocabulary intertwine across different
languages, reflecting the depth of historical and cultural ties between peoples.

Persian, with roots stretching back thousands of years, has exerted a clear
influence due to geographic proximity and political and cultural interaction.
Mandaic, one of the oldest Semitic languages to have settled in Iraq, is deeply linked
to the beliefs and culture of the Mandaean Sabians, contributing to distinct linguistic
features within the Iraqi linguistic landscape.

This study aims to explore the impact of Persian and Mandaic (which is part of the
linguistic environment of Iraq) vowels and consonants on Iraqi vernacular by
analyzing their shared and divergent phonetic characteristics and investigating how
this influence manifests in vocabulary and pronunciation. It also seeks to identify the
historical and social factors that contributed to this linguistic interweaving, offering
a deeper understanding of the evolution of Iraqi vernacular as a reflection of history
and cultural interaction.

Keywords: Vowels , Consonants, Persian Language, Iraqi Dialect, Mandaic
Language.
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