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Abstract
The period marked of the British occupation of Palestine (Y 4)V-)3£A) witnessed
the peak of internal conflict within the Orthodox Church in Jerusalem. This was
not merely a religious conflict of doctrine, but a distinctly national and
administrative struggle between the Greek Patriarchate and the Arab Orthodox
congregation in Palestine, who sought to reclaim their administrative and financial
rights within the Church. These rights had been monopolized by the Greek
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"Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre” since the Ottoman era. When Britain
occupied Jerusalem in Y41V it inherited a financial and administrative crisis within
the Patriarchate. The British administration attempted to intervene and resolve the
situation through the Bertram-Young Commission, which produced a detailed
report proposing a greater role for the Arabs in managing their affairs. However,
the Greek Patriarchate refused to implement the proposal, citing the need to
preserve the "Greek character of the See of Jerusalem." Consequently, the Arab
Orthodox organized themselves effectively to counter their marginalization,by
holding several conferences that demanded recognition of their national rights
within the Church and rejected the Greek Patriarchate's exclusive control over
decision-making. The Arabs also feared that the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate
would sell or lease church lands to the Zionist organization to settle its debts, and
this which in fact occur in several transactions between them. This transformed the
conflict from an internal dispute into a Palestinian national security issue. The
importance of this topic lies in the fact that the Greek religious domination of the
Church complemented British political domination. It also represented a national
struggle for Arab Christians to assert their Palestinian identity in the face of Greek
assimilation attempts, and it was an integral part of the broader Palestinian national
struggle.

Keywords: Orthodox , Greek influence , Arabs , Conflict
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