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Functional Grammar Theory: Betwixt Theory and Application —

Surah Al-Mulk as a Model
Dr. Nouray Omer Ali
nouray.ahmmed@su.edu.krd

AbstractThis research investigates the theory of Functional Grammar and its
application to the Qur'anic text, adopting Surah Al-Mulk as a model for analysis. The
study proceeds from a central hypothesis: that language—within the functionalist
paradigm—is not merely a formalist structure, but a functional communicative
approach that emerges through semantic and pragmatic relations, bridging grammatical
structures with their rhetorical and conceptual functions.

The theoretical framework of the research delineates the methodological foundations
of Functional Grammar as formulated by its pioneers, notably Simon Dik and M.A.K.
Halliday. It focuses on key principles such as the associative function of the sentence,
the relationship between deep and surface structures, and the nexus between syntax,
semantics, and context. Furthermore, the study explores the conceptual origins of the
theory, addressing the notions of "function" and "structure," as well as pragmatic,
typological, and psychological competencies. It examines the relationships governing
structural components, including functional and referential relations, and contrasts the
functional approach from both Western and Arabic perspectives.

The investigation further details the three levels of linguistic functions—semantic,
syntactic, and pragmatic—and the derivation of the sentence into its predicative,
functional, and constituent structures, while categorizing predicate terms into
arguments (subjects) and satellites (modifiers). Finally, the research assesses the
efficacy of this theory in analyzing Arabic discourse in general, and the Qur'anic text in
particular.

In the practical section, Surah Al-Mulk is analyzed according to the four levels of
Functional Grammar:

1.The Syntactic Level

2.The Semantic Level

3.The Pragmatic Level

4.The Textual Level

Keywords: (Functional Grammar - Modern Linguistics - Syntactic Structure -
Pragmatic Analysis - Communicative Function).
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