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Abstract :The renewal of Arabic grammatical studies is considered one of the major issues that
has occupied contemporary researchers, especially in light of the educational difficulties and
terminological complexities associated with traditional grammar, which have hindered its
easy acquisition and comprehension. Within this context, the book The Reality of Vowel
Change and Grammatical Inflection by Rasim Al-Tahan stands out as an intellectual attempt
to reinterpret some inherited grammatical foundations by linking inflection to phonetic
structure and linguistic function, while proposing alternative conceptions to certain
established notions such as the theory of governance ( ‘amil), estimated inflection, and
grammatical markers.

The problem of this study lies in identifying the nature of the grammatical thought adopted
by Rasim Al-Tahan and evaluating the extent to which he succeeded in constructing a coherent
vision that represents a reformative trend in Arabic grammar. The study proceeds from the
hypothesis that Al-Tahan’s project was not merely an attempt at educational simplification,
but rather an effort to establish an alternative grammatical framework that reorganizes the
relationship between grammar, phonetics, morphology, and semantics.

The research aims to clarify the features of this grammatical thought, analyze its most
prominent terms and views, evaluate its scientific and methodological foundations, and
determine its place among modern attempts to renew Arabic grammar. The study adopts the
descriptive-analytical method, based on presenting and analyzing the author’s ideas and
relating them to both classical and modern grammatical contexts, while also employing the
critical method to assess the results and identify their strengths and weaknesses.

As for the general structure of the study, it is divided into two main sections: the first is
devoted to introducing Rasim Al-Tahan, his academic biography, and his works; the second
examines his grammatical doctrine in The Reality of Vowel Change and Grammatical
Inflection through studying the major issues he raised, such as the Theory of Adaptation, the
critique of the theory of governance, and the reinterpretation of inflection and vowel change.
The study concludes that Al-Tahan’s project represents a serious attempt to renew Arabic
grammatical thought, although it still requires further methodological precision and
comparative scientific application.

Keywords: Theory of Adaptation, Grammatical Renewal, lenition, weak form, vowel loss,
truncatio
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