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Textual Thresholds in the Poetry of Al-Ra'i Al-Numairi
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Abstract: This study aims to examine the manifestations of textual thresholds in the
poetry of al-Ra‘T al-NumayrT through a semiotic—argumentative approach that seeks to
uncover their semantic and pragmatic functions, as well as their role in shaping the
thematic structure of the poem and guiding interpretive processes. The research is
grounded in a central hypothesis which posits that textual thresholds, despite not being
explicitly articulated in classical Arabic poetry as they are in modern texts, nonetheless
operate implicitly within the poetic fabric and play an influential role in directing the
horizon of reception and constructing the argumentative discourse.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, employing both semiotic and
pragmatic analytical tools to identify patterns and manifestations of thresholds across
multiple textual levels, particularly in poetic openings, imagery structures, and
symbolic configurations. The findings reveal that textual thresholds in al-Ra‘'1 al-
Numayri’s poetry are not merely marginal formal elements; rather, they constitute
active structures that contribute to the production and intensification of meaning.
Moreover, they reflect a clear interrelation with cultural, religious, and political
contexts, thereby reinforcing the argumentative and personal dimensions of the text and
demonstrating an advanced artistic awareness in the construction of classical Arabic
poetry.

Keywords: textual thresholds, poetry, al-Ra‘1 al-Numayr1, semiotics, literature.
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