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Social Aspects in the Poetry of Abu Haffan al-Mihzami
( A Descriptive and Analytical Study )

Assistant Lecturer: Shatha Salim Najm Ismail / Abbasid Literature
University of Kirkuk / College of Education for Humanities.

shathasalim@uokirkuk.edu.ig

Abstract: considered one of the distinguished poets whose poetry reflects historical and
social dimensions of the Abbasid era, a period characterized by social and cultural
diversity. Through his poetry, the poet expressed the issues of his society by depicting
aspects of daily life and the relationships among its members. In light of the economic
prosperity experienced by Abbasid society, a clear class disparity emerged among its
people, which was reflected in the nature of social relations. These included the poet’s
praise of friendship and his critique of excessive jesting among companions, which
could lead to conflict and enmity. He also addressed the phenomenon of boasting about
lineage, as well as corruption.

The poet sought to guide society toward moderation in behavior through his criticism
of these social phenomena. The research methodology consists of an introduction and
two sections. The introduction provides an overview of the life of Abu Hafan al-
Muhzimi and the characteristics of his social poetry. The first section discusses the
positive social aspects, such as hospitality toward guests, good neighborliness,
generosity, and self-respect. The second section addresses the negative social aspects,
including wine-drinking, corruption, stinginess, and miserliness. The study concludes
with a summary of the most important findings.

The analytical method was adopted in this study. Among the most significant results is
that the poet did not merely write to express personal thoughts; rather, he reflected the
social reality by focusing on both positive and negative societal values.

Keywords: try of Abu Haffan Al-Mihzami, Social Aspects, Negative Aspects Socio-
literary Criticism, Insolent Satire.
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